
APPENDIX 3 
 
Exemptions – freedom of information  
 
• Section 21: information reasonably accessible to the applicant by other means  
• Section 22: information intended for future publication  
• Section 23: security bodies  
• Section 24: safeguarding national security  
• How Section 23 and 24 interact  
• Section 26: defence  
• Section 27: international relations  
• Section 28: relations within the UK  
• Section 29: the economy  
• Section 30: investigations  
• Section 31: law enforcement  
• Section 32: information contained in court records  
• Section 32: information contained in court transcripts  
• Section 33: public audit  
• Section 35: policy formulation, ministerial communications, law officers' advice, and 

the operation of ministerial private office  
• Section 36: effective conduct of public affairs  
• Section 36: record of the qualified person’s opinion  
• Section 37: communications with Her Majesty and the awarding of honours  
• Section 38: health and safety  
• Section 40: personal information  
• Section 40: applying the exemption for third party personal data  
• Section 40: access to information held in complaint files  
• Section 40: information exempt from the subject access right  
• Section 40: neither confirm nor deny in relation to personal data    
• Section 40: requests for personal data about public authority employees   
• Section 41: information provided in confidence  
• Section 41: information provided in confidence relating to contracts  
• Section 41: the duty of confidence and the public interest  
• Section 42: legal professional privilege  
• Section 43: commercial interest  
• Section 43: commercial detriment of third parties  
• Section 43: public sector contracts  
• Section 44: prohibitions on disclosure  
 
Additional information on the above sections can be obtained at : 
 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_organisations/guidance_index/freedom_of_information_and_enviro
nmental_information.aspx#exemptions 


